HOW TO FIND A LOST PET


Act Fast!  Animal shelters in Michigan are required to keep lost animals without identification (No Collar) only four days and with identification (Collar with Dog License & Rabies Tag) only seven days before adopting out or euthanizing (we do not euthanize) the animal.  Here is what you can do to locate a lost pet.


Come to the Animal Welfare Society shelter to file a lost report – do not just call. We are located at 27796 John R, between 11 and 12 Mile Roads in Madison Heights.  If you live in Madison Heights, you may also wish to check with the Madison Heights Pound located at 801 Ajax Drive.  

Go to the shelter(s) as often as possible. This is especially important if your pet is a mixed breed and thus difficult to describe.  Although the shelter staff tries their best to screen all animals that come to them, the owner is the best identification resource.


Check neighbor's yards, both front and back. If you've lost a cat, ask neighbors to check their basements, garages, and cars.


Check with-in a radius of 8-10 miles of where your pet became lost. Animals will typically be found close to where they live.


Talk to as many people as possible. Ask if they have seen your pet. Let them know that you are concerned.


Search for your pet especially in the early morning hours (3am - 5am) when it is quiet. Your pet may be able to hear you calling and you may be able to hear their sounds or movement.


Set up a temporary comfort station (provide a bed, food, and water) near the area your pet was lost, to encourage your pet to stay in the area if he or she returns while you are gone.


Alert your postal carrier.


Put a "Lost" ad in area newspapers.  Place an ad on Craiglist.com and search their ads for found pets.  You may also search on petfinder.com.

Distribute posters that include a description of your pet, where he or she was lost, your phone number, a photo of the animal, and a reward.


If you live in a city other than Madison Heights, check with the local police and/or pound in your city.   You should also check with “county” pounds such as Oakland County Animal Control, Macomb County Shelter and Detroit Animal Control.

Check the "Lost and Found" section of area newspapers every day.

Check your neighborhood veterinary clinics, in the event your injured pet was taken to one of them.
* Please note, there will be a fee for reclaiming your pet.
